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Introduction 

What is the Making Online Decisions (MOD) system? 
The MOD helps identify children who are falling below their peers in language 

development, and it recommends strategies that caregivers can use to improve language. 

The recommended strategies are tailored to the child’s performance on the ECI. After you 

and the caregivers decide on the specif ic strategies to use, the MOD will then help you 

determine if  the strategies are working ,  which is based on the child’s level of 

improvement on the ECI. The strategies recommended by the MOD will adapt to the 

child’s ECI scores. So, as his/her language becomes more sophisticated, the 

recommended strategies will reflect these changes so that c aregivers provide an 

environment that supports and encourages more advanced language from the child. The 

keys to the MOD are:  

•  Early identif icatio n 

•  Interventio n recommendat ions customized to the child’s current language ability  

•  Progress monitoring of the child’s response to the interventio n recommendat io ns  

•  Monitoring of interventio n fidelity of implementat io n 

 

Text boxes like this one will help 

draw the user’s attention to 

important information or 

information that has changed in a 

recent release. 

CALLOUT TEXT BOXES 
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Navigating the MOD 

Triggering the MOD and Using the MOD Dashboard 
After a MOD unit has been set up for your program, children scoring below benchmark 

for the applicable IGDI measure(s ) will trigger a MOD unit (described in later sections). 

Additional ly,  the child’s progress dashboard will include a smaller MOD dashboard for 

navigating strategies, completing MOD steps, and managing setting.  

 

Clicking the settings gear icon on the MOD dashboard allows users to enable/disa ble 

notif ications for an individual child’s MOD as well as manage which email accounts 

receive notif ications for that child. The settings panel can also be used to reset a child’s 

MOD unit,  clearing any existing MOD data or decisions for that child.  
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Getting Started: Is there a Problem? 
In order to verify that this ECI assessment accurately reflects his/her actual language 

proficiency, the MOD asks you to verify that this was accurate assessment. In other 

words, we want to ensure that there were no unusual circumst ances during the 

assessment, such as a sibling or friend distracting the child, the child was visibly sick, or 

other anomalies that might have resulted in a low score for this assessment.  

If  you report that the assessment was not accurate, you will be aske d to try to do another 

assessment for this child within two weeks.  
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Why Is It Happening? 
After an ECI that is at least slightly below benchmark and valid, the MOD will ask you 

three questions about the child to help determine if  the child might benefit from some 

simple family-centered, routines-based language interventio n. These questions will help 

rule out issues such as medical concerns (e.g.,  hearing loss, ear infection, etc.),  and 

recent major changes in the home or daycare environment.  
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What Should Be Done? 
After an assessment is entered below benchmark, is valid, and any medical issues and/or 

major changes in the child’s environment have been accounted for,  the MOD will 

generate specif ic recommendat io ns for enriching the child’s environ ment.  Clicking on the 

name of strategy will preview the strategy’s content. Once the strategies are chosen, 

they can be saved to be easily viewed later. Users can also download a PDF version of the 

chosen strategies.  
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Is It Being Done? 
When the recommended strategies for a child are generated, the “Home Visitor’s First 

Fidelity Checklist” will also become available. The checklist will be used to record the 

review of recommendat io ns with caregivers during a home visit.  After the initial home 

visit,  educators will use the Follow-Up Checklist to record and monitor progress with the 

implementatio n of strategies.  
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Is It Working? 
After the MOD strategies have been in effect for multiple assessments, a results summary 

will describe whether the child’s data is projected to reach the benchmark within the 

next 6 months. Depending on the results,  additional MOD strategies may be 

recommended or the MOD may be suspended while the current strategies are 

maintained.  
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MOD Dashboard 
Users can view child MOD progress and quickly access a child’s dashboard through the 

MOD Dashboard on the IGDI home page, below the IGDI Implementa tio n Dashboard. The 

MOD Dashboard shows a child’s current MOD step (if  any) as well as their last completed 

assessment. Click the Dashboard button will take users to that child’s dashboard page 

where the child’s MOD and IGDI information can be viewed.  

 


