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Early Problem Solving 
Indicator (EPSI) 

*Some assessors have found it helpful to mark the letter that corresponds to a pop-up when the child successfully
engages the pop-up. For children who immediately push the pop-up back down, this makes it easier to know when all
pop-ups have been engaged (one solution).  Each letter refers to a corresponding pop-up (i.e., the first pop-up is “A”,
second is “B”, etc.). If your pop-up toy has more than four pop-ups, add the letter “E.”

Toys 
Form A 
Form B 

Looks Explores Functions Solutions 

A. Pop-up Dinos
A  B  C  D*
(2 Minutes)

_________ 
Min Sec 

B. Pop-Up Pets
A  B  C  D*
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||||| 
||||| 
||||| 
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||||| 
||||| 
|| 

  12 

S 
|| 

  2 

A. Stacking Cups-
Round
(2 Minutes)

__________ 
Min Sec 

B. Stacking Cups-
Square

L 
||| 

 3 
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||||| 
||||| 
|||| 
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||||| 

  5 

S 

  0 

A. Gum Ball

(2 Minutes) 

_________ 
Min Sec 

B. 

L 
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||||| 
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Child Name or  #:____Master Scoring Transcript_  Date_________  

Assessment Duration:___ __ (mm:ss)                           Form:___  A or B     

Condition Change:__________________________  

Primary Coder:__________________     Assessor:_________________ 

Location (circle one): Home     Center     Other (explain in notes)  

Language of Administration: __________  

If Reliability, Reliability Coder’s Name: ___________________________ 

Note: _________ __________________________________ 



EPSI Transcript— 
Time Event 

Cups 
:03 Look 
:05 Function 
:08 Function 
:10 Function 
:12 Explore 
:17 Function 
:36 Explore 
:41 Explore 
:47 Explore 
1:00 Function 
1:09 Explore 
1:13 Explore 
1:22 Explore 
1:24 Explore 
1:32 Explore 
1:38 Explore 
1:42 Explore 
1:47 Explore 
1:51 Explore 
1:55 Look 
1:57 Look 
1:59 Explore 

Gumball Machine 
2:05 Explore 
2:08 Function 
2:10 Explore 
2:13 Explore 
2:15 Explore 
2:17 Explore 
2:23 Function 
2:28 Function 
2:35 Function 
2:37 Function 
2:41 Look 
2:44 Explore 
2:47 Function 
2:55 Explore 
2:57 Function 
3:00 Solution 
3:14 Look 
3:18 Function 
3:21 Function 
3:24 Function 
3:26 Function 
3:32 Function 



3:35 Look 
3:40 Explore 
3:46 Explore 
3:51 Explore 

Pop-up Dinosaurs 
4:05 Function 
4:06 Look 
4:09 Explore 
4:11 Explore 
4:26 Explore 
4:27 Explore 
4:33 Function 
4:36 Function 
4:40 Solution 
4:46 Explore 
4:47 Function 
4:48 Explore 
4:49 Explore 
4:50 Function 
4:52 Explore 
4:57 Function 
5:00 Look 
5:02 Function 
5:05 Explore 
5:10 Explore 
5:13 Explore 
5:14 Function 
5:18 Function 
5:21 Function 
5:22 Solution 
5:27 Explore 
5:36 Explore 
5:38 Look 
5:39 Explore 
5:45 Explore 
5:57 Function 
6:00 Function 
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